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4-Week Programs - 6 Credits ð 75/ 90 Contact Hours  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The LdM Summer Workshops provide an exciting opportunity for students 

of varying ages and backgrounds to deepen their personal cultural 
experience and creative skills. Each workshop is a month-long exploration, 

balancing studio and classroom instruction on the school premises in 
Florence with field work in one or more inspiring Italian location. 

 

 

 

JUNE Session Arrival: May 27 -  Departure: June 26, 2010  
 Florence  an d Tuscania Travel Writing and Literature Workshop  

 3 weeks in Florence plus 1 field week  in Tuscania  

 Florence and Chianti  Restoration Workshop  

3 weeks in Florence plus 1 field week  in Chianti  

 

JULY Session Arrival: July 1 -  Departure: July 31, 2010  

 Florence and Chianti  Watercolor Workshop: Painting under the Tuscan Sun  

3 weeks in Florence plus 1 field week  in Chianti  

 Florence and Chianti  Restoration Workshop  

3 weeks in Florence plus 1 field week  in Chianti  
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General Program Details  
 Minimum number of participants required to open the workshop: 5 

 Please bear in mind the following: the stay in Florence consists of regular attendance at LdM, where the 
participants follow scheduled daily classes in the schoolôs premises and around the city (if pertinent), whereas the 
ófield weeksô consist of full day activities spent at the scheduled location, where the participants will be involved 
full-time with didactic activities balanced with relaxation and entertainment. 

 

The Tuition Fee INCLUDES 
 Tuition covers the entire course for a total of 75 to 90 contact hours and 6 credits. 

 Accommodation and full board (breakfast, bag lunches, dinner) at the scheduled hotel (agriturismo, B&B, hostel 
or family) on the field location other than Florence. 

 Private transportation from Florence to the field location and back. 

The Tuition Fee DOES NOT INCLUDE 
 Accommodation and board in Florence. 

 Beverages (to be paid on site). 

 Required personal materials (to be brought from home and/or purchased in Florence). 

 Lab fee (if any - to be paid on site). 

 Course texts (if any ï to be purchased in Florence). 

 Any minor transportation by public bus. 
Further details and suggestions about expenses will be given during enrollment and first classes. 
 

Transportation  
 The trip to the field location is organized by the school and will be outlined through a mandatory pre-departure 

orientation session. 

 The departure usually takes place on a Saturday, and arrival back in Florence is also planned for Saturday. 
Exact details on meeting point/time will be given during enrollment and confirmed in class. 

 The transportation will take place by private bus or public transportation (bus, train or airplane) arranged by LdM. 

 Participants who are late for personal reasons should make their own private arrangements for transportation and 
no refund will be made for such a cost. 

 

Accommodation and Board  
 For the field week/s, the participants will be hosted in selected hotels, agriturismo, B&Bs, hotels or 

families, where they will enjoy full board (breakfast, bag lunches for lunch, dinner). The group will be 
accommodated in double/triple/quad rooms. Single rooms are generally NOT available. The rooms will be 
assigned to the participants according to roommate requests, common program, and gender. The available 
accommodation and further details will be given during enrollment. 

 The cost for accommodation and board for the weeks planned in Florence is NOT included in the tuition fee, 
and may vary according to the type of accommodation. The accommodation in Florence can be arranged 
through the school's housing service at no charge. Further details will be given during enrollment. 

 
 

 

How to Apply  
Contact info@lorenzodemedici.it for further details about the program and enrollment procedure. 

 

Application Deadline  
June Workshops - April 15th, 2010 
July Workshops - May 15th, 2010 

 

mailto:info@lorenzodemedici.it
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LIT 304/WRI 304 F - 6 credits - 75 contact hours  
 

 

Duration : Arrival: Thursday May 27 - Dep arture: Saturday June 26, 2010; Field week:  3rd week , 

from Saturday June 12 to Saturday June 19.  

Location:  regular classes in  Florence;  Field week  in Tuscania,  hosted in B&B hotel  

 

Tuition:  See separate  price list  

Estimated extra costs:  approx  52 Euro for readings and visits/entry fees  

 

Minimum number of participants: 5  
 
 
 

Description  
Throughout history, Italy has inspired writers to wax lyrical in ways that few other countries have done. 
Countless English-language novels, stories and poems have created a óbel paeseô of words around the 
Italian experience. This two-center course allows participants to live in and write about the vibrant and 
cosmopolitan world of Florence, and to contrast their experiences there with those of Tuscania, a 
hauntingly beautiful hill-top town poised between Lake Bolsena and the Mediterranean, surrounded by 
archaeological sites that bear witness to Italyôs most ancient civilizations. 
This course provides an opportunity for participants to focus first-hand on the art and craft of travel 
writing, with particular emphasis on Italy, but also with excursions into other worlds - real or imaginary. 
Through reading, writing, and visits in and around Florence and Tuscania, students will explore places 
of historic, artistic, cultural and personal interest. They will learn "by example" from a selection of great 
travel literature from the world in general, and from Italy in particular. And they will learn "by doing", via 
a series of guided exercises and assignments that explore the distinctive qualities of travel writing ï its 
combination of history, culture, information, rumination, musings and memory ï and the ways in which 
this particular art can lead to a deeper understanding of their own experiences and cultural identity. 
 

Objectives  
1. To introduce participants to the genre of travel writing and to some of the great diarists, travel 

writers and journalists, past and present.  
2. To heighten participantsô observational and analytical skills and to help them research, organize and 

document their travel experiences. 
3. To enrich the participantsô knowledge and understanding of Italy and, generally, to broaden their 

cultural horizons through field trips, research and reflection.  
4. To strengthen participantsô writing skills, creativity and critical awareness.  
 
 

Prerequisites and Requirements  
No previous experience is required. A willingness to write and participate in class discussions is 
necessary. Walking tours and visits are scheduled. 
The course is held in English. 
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Method  
Classes will be structured around talks, discussions, readings, workshops, active involvement, written 
exercises and games, and numerous visits and field-trips in Florence, Tuscania and the surrounding 
area. In each lesson, students will have the opportunity to write about their travel experiences and they 
will also be strongly encouraged to read and discuss their work. Credit is awarded on the basis of the 
assessment of student work as detailed in the workshop syllabus. 
 
 

Readings  
Reading material and texts for the course will include a selection of the following: 

 Book of Unforgettable Journeys: Great Writers on Great Places 

 Alain de Botton: The Art of Travel 

 Italo Calvino: Invisible Cities 

 A. Cherry-Gerrard: The Worst Journey in the World 

 Bruce Chatwin: In Patagonia; The Songlines 

 Umberto Eco: The City of Robots. Travels in Hyperreality 

 Amitav Ghosh: In an Antique Land 

 Graham Greene: Journey without Maps 

 Christopher Hibbert: Florence: Portrait of a City 

 D. H. Lawrence: Etruscan Places 

 Mary McCarthy: The Stones of Florence 

 Jan Morris: Trieste and the Meaning of Nowhere; Dreaming Florence 

 Eric Newby: Love and War in the Appenines; Slowly down the Ganges 

 Paul Theroux: The Great Railway Bazaar 

 Colin Thubron: In Siberia 
 
Textbook and readings will be available for purchase in Florence.  

 
 

Visits and Trips 
Visits and trips include a selection of the following destinations: 
In Florence: San Miniato al Monte; Bellosguardo; cloister and Medici tombs in San Lorenzo; Roman 
ruins in Fiesole; the Rose Garden; the Iris Garden. 
In Tuscania: Church of San Pietro, Tuscania; Etruscan tombs; Lake Bolsena; Tarquinia; Pitigliano; 
Bomarzo. 

 

 

Equipment  
No special equipment required. 
Regular class material include text book, notebook and diaries, pens. Required text book/s will be 
purchased on site. 
For the field week we suggest strong and comfortable walking shoes, sunscreen, mosquito repellent, a 
swimsuit, a light sweater for cool evenings. 

 
 

Class Schedule  
Exact daily schedule and syllabus with further details available upon request. 
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FLORENCE AND CHIANTI 
 

 

 

 

 

PDM 206 F - 6 credits - 90 contact hrs  
 

 

 

Duration : Arrival: Thursday July 1 - Departure: Saturday Jul y 31, 2010; Field Week:  2nd week , from 

Saturday July 10 to Saturday July 17  

Location:  regular classes in  Florence;  Field week  in Tuscania,  hosted in an ôagriturismoõ 

 

Tuition:  See separate price list  

Estimated extra costs:   approx. 2 26 Euro for materials and visits - see below  

 

 

Minimum number of participants: 5  
 

 

 
 

Description  
This special summer course takes place both in Florence and in the Chianti region. The workshop 
focuses on observation with emphasis on the creative interpretation of the figure, architecture, object 
compositions, nature and open air painting. Form, value, line and proportions will be studied as means 
of determining space, shape, volume and composition. The lessons include the study of watercolor and 
mixed media techniques, the study of color theory (tone, light, value as well as interaction of color) and 
the analysis of the structure of a painting in its whole, in detail, and in the relationship between details. 
All work is based on observation and not on concept.   
 
Three of the four course weeks will be held in Florence, where the class will work in the studio at the 
school premises, and one week (the second of the course) will be held in the Chianti region near the 
medieval villages of Radda and Gaiole in Chianti. The participants will undertake daily field trips in the 
magnificent scenery of the Sienese Chianti, hiking along the trails of one of the most famous and 
spectacular areas in the world. During this week, participants will be housed in a traditional and 
picturesque "agriturismo". They will practice their painting skills through field work and theoretical 
lectures. The culture and history of the Chianti region will be analyzed for a better understanding of 
the human and architectural environment. 
During the Florence class, the class will work with models, still life and other set-ups in the studio, and 
will occasionally work outdoors in ancient gardens, churches, museums and other places of historical 
importance in the city. 
 

Objectives  
The objective of this course is to achieve technical and personal means of expression through drawing and 
painting techniques utilizing what the city of Florence and the countryside of Chianti offer individually to 
each participant. The purpose of the course is to offer each participant the possibility of expanding his or 
her world through the study of the various painting techniques tempered with water. This enrichment 
should strengthen each participantôs level of observation, interpretation and critical ability so as to 
enhance personal expression. 

 

Prerequisites and Requirements  
The course is for participants of all levels. Minimum drawing ability required.  
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A positive attitude to walking is necessary, since walks of up to 4 hours will be scheduled during the week 
in the countryside. 
 

Method  
The method will consist of practical field work, theoretical lectures as well as participant and instructor 
interaction. The participants will work on assignments/projects that will be critically reviewed by the 
instructor. A course outline will be given to each participant at the beginning of the course. Credit is 
awarded on the basis of the assessment of student work as detailed in the workshop syllabus. 
 

Visits and Trips 
Group visits during class time and mandatory individual visits at a museum or church in Florence are 
integrated in the course program. During the Chianti stay each class will be based mostly on walks into 
the surrounding countryside and villages where the required painting activities will take place. For some 
visits each participant may be required to pay a regular entry fee. 
 

Equipment  
Each participant will be required to purchase all necessary working tools for personal use (some may be 
shared). The following is an approximate list of required materials commonly used: 

1. 1 sketchbook: large A4 
2. 3 watercolor albums: large, small, post-card 
3. Loose sheets of watercolor paper (approx. 5) 
4. 1 plastic palette 20x30 
5. Watercolors: 

 1 set of pans (Van Gogh) 

 4 tubes: Terra di Siena naturale, Terra verde, 
Violetto, Terra ombra bruciata 

6. Tempera/Gouache colors: primary red-yellow-blue + 
black and white 

7. Winsor and Newton blending medium 
8. Winsor and Newton Texture medium 
9. Winsor and Newton Masking fluid 
10. Ink 
11. 3 brushes: 2 pointed for watercolor (6, 10); 1 flat for 

tempera (14) 
12. 1chinese brush (bamboo handle) 

13. 1 ink pen, fine point 
14. 1 towel 
15. 1 quill 
16. charcoal: vine and compressed 
17. charcoal drawing pencils: sanguine, seppia, black, 

white 
18. 1 box chalk pastels 
19. pencils: H, HB, 4B, 6B 
20. 1 box watercolor pencils 
21. 3 graphite pencils, water soluble: HB, 4B, 8B 
22. 1 pencil sharpener 
23. 3 erasers: putty eraser, white eraser, flash eraser 
24. 1 masking tape 
25. 2 bull clips 
26. small plastic container for water 

27. small shoulder bag to carry your equipment 

 

We strongly suggest that the participants wait until their arrival in Florence before buying any 
materials. The instructor will give a detailed list of required materials and places where to buy them at 
good prices (Estimated cost: approx. 220 Euro). 
 
For the field week we suggest strong and comfortable walking shoes, sunscreen, mosquito repellent, a 
swimsuit, a light sweater for cool evenings. More details given in class.  
 

Class Schedule  
Exact daily schedule and syllabus with further details available upon request.  
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FLORENCE AND  CHIANTI 

 
 

RES 226 F - 6 credits - 90 contact hrs  
 

 

Duration JUNE workshop:  Arrival: Thursday May 27 - Dep arture: Saturday June 26, 2010 ;  Field 

Week:  2nd week , from Saturday  June 5  to Sat urday  June 12 

 

Duration JULY workshop : Arrival: Thursday July 1 - Dep arture: Saturday July 31, 2010 ; Field Week:  

2nd week , from Saturday July 10 to Saturday July 17 

 

Location:  regular classes in  Florence;  Field week  in San Gusmé , hosted in an ôagriturismoõ 

 

Tuition:  See separate price list  

Estimated extra costs:  approx. 50 Euro to cover course materials  

 

 

Minimum number of participants: 5  
 

 

 

 

Description  
This special summer course can be attended at either introductory or intermediate level and is held 
partly in Florence and partly in the Chianti. Participants gain knowledge and practical skills concerning 
historical painting and restoration techniques. During the two weeks in Florence participants learn 
original fresco techniques, from the mixing of fresco mortar (intonaco), its application on support, to the 
use of pigments. Each participant makes a sinopia (preliminary underdrawing for fresco) and completes 
a small fresco on a terracotta support. Restoration techniques are pursued, in part through the 
detachment of the participant's own fresco from its support, a wall painting conservation method. 
Participants work with original works of art from the 16th to17th centuries as they learn how to use the 
principal modern painting restoration techniques to bring period paintings back to their original states. 
The course also briefly surveys the historical techniques used for making oil and tempera paintings, and 
the group learns to recognize the century in which paintings were created. Museum visits help to 
explain techniques used in class 
 
During the field workshop weeks participants will work in the town of San Gusmè in the Chianti region 
near the medieval villages of Radda and Gaiole in Chianti. During this period, participants will be housed 
in a traditional and picturesque "agriturismo". 
The class will ripristinate the original polychromatic surfaces of an important 16th-century altar in the 
principal church. They will remove the pigments of the preceding restoration of about a century ago, 
with scalpels, eliminating the chromatic distortion of this overpainting. They will then proceed to 
reconstruct the work with colored stucco and tempera, with a final wax stratum to complete the beautiful 
original effect. 
 

Outcomes  
By the end of the course the participants will know how to make a fresco and the difficulties involved in 
the restoration process through practical application. 
By working directly on authentic antique paintings and wooden sculpture, the participants will acquire a 
practical knowledge by applying methods learned in the lab. 


